Study Questions for Summer, 2011 Read
Washington Rules by Andrew J. Bacevich

The book needs to be completed by the first day of history classes.  You will be responsible for a graded activity upon return that will count toward your first quarter grade.  You will have the opportunity to interact with Professor Basevich during his appearance at Middlesex on October 11, 2011.

1) Identify: Allen W. Dulles, John Foster Dulles, General Curtis LeMay, Robert McNamara, General David Petraeus, General Colin Powell. 

2) Why was the introduction to the book entitled, “the slow learner?”
3) How does Bacevich define the “credo” of the United States?

4) How had the United States replaced the Soviet Union as “the source of the world’s evil?”  Or has it?

5) Does the United States have the ability to maintain its policy of global interventionism?

6) How would you evaluate President Obama’s conduct of foreign policy?  Is it consistent with previous administrations that Bacevich analyzes?

7) Define sacred trinity. How has it committed the United States to what is in effect a condition of permanent national security crisis?

8) Discuss the conduct of American foreign policy under the Eisenhower/Dulles administration.  How did it further the pattern of the sacred trinity?  What was the result of the policy of the New Look?

9) How did President Dwight D. Eisenhower define the “military-industrial complex?”

10) How did John F. Kennedy try to alter the pattern of the Eisenhower administration in the conduct of foreign policy?  Or did he?

11) In the conduct of American foreign policy, who is really in charge?

12)  Professor Bacevich alludes to the continuity of American foreign policy from administration to administration.  Is that an accurate description of U.S. policy towards Vietnam?  Has there always been a “seamless transition” between presidential conduct of foreign policy?

13) What was Maxwell Taylor’s theory of “flexible response?”  What is “counterinsurgency?”  What are the lessons of Vietnam?

14) Examine the quote on p. 117.  Does this sound like 2011?

15) Is the term “self fulfilling prophecy” an accurate description of American policy in the world since World War II?  How does our Middle East policy fit this concept?

16) How would you explain Islamic dissatisfaction for the United States today?

17) Is history designed to repeat itself?

18) Explain the Powell Doctrine.

19) Summarize Senator J. William Fulbright’s criticisms of American foreign policy.

20) How do you explain American involvement in Iraq under the administration of George W. Bush?  Have there been any positive aspects for that policy?  Define: “shock and awe.”  Evaluate the surge.

21) Evaluate the transition of American policy from the Bush administration to the Obama administration in Afghanistan.

22) According to Bacevich what should be the proper aim of American statecraft?  What should be the new trinity?”  How was the “trinity” reconstituted after the Vietnam War?

23) How does Bacevich view the global war on terror?

24) Is the United States committed to a strategy of war without end under the Washington Rules?”  Would Curtis Lemay and John Foster Dulles agree with American foreign policy as it is conducted today?

25) Why have the American people accepted the use of military force as routine since World War II?  Better yet, has the use of military force been an accepted vehicle in obtaining our foreign policy agenda throughout American history?
