April, 2011

Dear Students (and Parents),

While what boils down to an assignment makes for an odd sort of welcome, and while summer and academic work for anything other than your current institution might seem far-away ideas, this letter affords a first opportunity to put your mind to work as a Middlesex student.  

Please find here information about summer reading, including readings by grade and the All-School Read.  Along with a general orientation to what summer reading holds for you as a member of the Middlesex community, you will find here specific guidance from the English Department for the readings for freshmen and sophomores (Classes IV and III in the MX vernacular).  We are certainly not expecting you to do this reading before the summer, but experience has shown us that more information is better than less for people eager to get their summers in order and begin their Middlesex academic careers.  

All new students will need to purchase the appropriate text below: all texts are widely available in bookstores and online.  Additionally, the enclosed study guides have been carefully prepared by the department both to guide the reading of the texts and to help students prepare for the written work covering the texts that will take place at the beginning of the school year.  Again, it is a good idea to execute the following assignments at such a time and at such a pace so that the information will be well-prepared upon your arrival at Middlesex in September.  It is our hope that getting information out early will afford good opportunity for good organization.  The assignments by class, then, are as follows:

For Freshmen: 

Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston

(Class IV: 2014)

The House on Mango Street, by Sandra Cisneros

For Sophomores: 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain

(Class: III: 2013)

A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens

In addition to readings by grade, Middlesex also asks all students and faculty to participate in an “All-School Read.”  The All-School read aligns the School around a developing set of themes over time.  The overriding theme is social justice, but there have been many variations over the years.  This year, the All-School Read will be conducted entirely online through the Middlesex website, a new and polished version of which will launch at the end of our 2011 school year.  Much more information on the thematics and logistics of this project will be mailed (and emailed) separately at the very beginning of the summer.  Looking even further ahead, the School will gather in late September to discuss, to listen, and to learn together from the All-School Read materials. 

The exercise of reading during this and every summer is as much an act of enlarging one’s world as empowering one’s self.  Enjoy the space and time to refresh and reflect as you prepare for Middlesex.

Sincerely,

Dan Scheibe







